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Wii af the gallop

| Wi | Corks are no doubt popping at
Nintendo HQ, with the company this week
confirming that the Wii has sold 1 million
units Down Under.

It hos token the console only 111
weeks 1o reach fhe milestone, smashing
the previous record of 152 weeks, held by
Nintendo’s hand-held console, the DS, which,
incidentally, was the highest selling console:
in Australi for the third year running.

Ready for a killing

=28 Sony’s highly onficipated first-persan
shooter, Kilizone 2, finally has a confirmed
Australion releasa dote. The gome, which
haos recetved rave reviews in the US for its
explosive gunplay and jow-dropping
visucls, will be deployed on February 26.

Turiles on march

EZEF publisher Ubisoft hos confirmed &
new Teenoge Muiant Ninjo Turtles game is
in deveiopmmt for the Wii, TNMT: Smash

Smash Bros. Brawl, will be released in the
mmdmsmmmmmm
series” 25t anniversary.

No worries

Publisher Capcom hos reossured Australion
gamess they will be unaffected by distribuior
Red Ant going into receivership lost week.
Capcom, whose fitles are distributed
in Australia by Red Ant, have confirmed
that the release of upcoming tities such
as Street Fighter 4, Resident Evil 5 and
Dead Rising: Chop Till You Drop will not
be ofiected.
Konami, who also distributes iis wares
through Red Anf, won't suffer either. it has
signed Afori as its new distributor.

T Wi Fit Nintendo Wi

2 Mario Kart Wii with wheel Wil

3 Mario Play with remote Wii

< Guitar Hero World Tour Super Wil

5 Skate 2 Xbox 360

S Brain Training Nintendo DS

7 Guitar Hero World Tour Super Xbox 360
& Skate 2 PloyStation 3

2 Lord of the Rings: Conquest Xbox 360

10 More Brain Training DS |
Source: GK |

SPORTS

SKATE IT
Platform: DS/Wil (PG)
Price: $80

IN SHORT: Poor confrols couse this skate
spinott fo spin out.

This spin off from 2007's successiul
Skate cn 360 ond PS3 gives Wil owners
the opportunity to grind, grab end flip like ¢
professional skateboarder,

Gomers must enfer competiicns cnd
complele sireef challenges to become the best
and gain the respect of other skoteboarders.
As you develop your character, you are able o
unlock cdditional clothes and boards and, os
you goin experience ond naloriely, sponsorship
ond media coverage will follow.

There ore o voriety of fricks fo fry and you
con cregie your own for befler scores.

The gome can either be played by flicking,
fwisting and shoking the Wiimote, or used in
conjunciion with the Wii Fit Balance Board for
simulated skateboarding action.

Sodly, either way, it takes too long to
peslect your fricks and the similarity of many
rrioves, combined with the peripherals’ poor
input recognition, can couse your skafer fo
pesform the wrang trick, resulting in many
on unfairly failed challenge. In the long
run, this game will only hold the attention of
skateboarding enthusiosts

PETER GUSS

STUDE

While exercise books and pens are sfill the mainstay of back-to-school

booklists, every year more hi-tech gizmos are added.
And, though items such as anti-virus soffware and

portable hard drives are yet to make most lists,
they are quickly becoming indispensible fools for
modern students, writes SAMANTHA AMJADALI

» Seagat

FreeAgent Go
Price: $170-$370

Whether it's backing up o year's worth
of assignments or just hoving the ability
‘o lug your entire digital pholo or music
collection wherever you go,  porioble
hard drive, especiclly one thot weighs o
mere160gm, is o handy investment for
students.

Secgate’s new FreeAgent Go drives
not only look eye-caiching, they store -

@ whopping 250GB ($170), 32068
(5190) or 50068 ($370) of data, room
enough for even fhe hefiest mutimedia
preseniation or video edit.

File tronsfers are speedy ond the unit
works with both Vista'ond XP and we love
the fact Go drives are so much quister
than many of their competitors.

< Kaspersky
internet suite 2009
Price: $100

With studenis consfontly swopping
files or copying daio between USB
drives, school PCs and their home
computers, infection is virtually inevitable — it
it hosn't already hoppened.

Kospersky's excellent infernet suite bundles
robust anti-virus software with a firewall (for
both fixed and WiFi connections) as well as a
virtual keyboard for secure enfry of passwords
and parenfal controls. Every box comes
with three ficences allowing legol use of the
software on three separate machines. The
new interface fokes some getting used fo, but
its mahware defection and spam monitoring is
impressive, as is the inclusion of instant chat
anti-spywaore funcions.

<

A Speake's Ny
Price: $30 % =

Smiggle’s iPod speakers are clever
devices thot allow you o listen fo
lectures out loud without those pesky
and offen painful headphones.
They're also shower-proof, allowing
youto listen o your music, er, lectures,
- in the shower, which is equally perfect for
students who don't want to wosfe time,
or those cramming madly.
The speakers are built info a see-
e Through case of the iPod and allows:
you to read the screen or waich videos. .
Though it works with other MP3
players, it is built for use with on iPod
or iPhone (hence fhe shape) and comes
with o built-in sland in cose you want
1o tronscribe nofes — or listen to your
favourite tunes in the bathtub.

Dell Inspiron 1525
Price: $1000

Dell's Inspiron 1525 offers an atfordable
and seriousty funky means of entry

into the notebook market for students.
Available in a gorgeous range of colours,
this laptop is aimed ot o younger, style
conscious market and features an Intel
T4200 processor, 4GB RAM, a 160GE
SATA hard drive, 8X DVD bumer and 15.4-
inch screen. That's muscle enough o' run
all the usual school-related applications
and to surf the net, but also to have a liftle _
fun on the gaming front.

v Olin mobile nofetaker
Price: $150
‘We couldn't get our hands on Olin's mobile
notetaker, but the idea is o brilliant one.
According to the distributors, the digitol
pen allows users to write notes, os per
normal on paper, and the pen will fransiate
fhe writing and digitise the words into
fext that can be orchived or edited
in a word processor. The pen has
space for up 1o 100 A4 poges of
fhe written word ond, even if the
e iting recognition sofh
isn’t as clever os it cloims o
be, the ability fo write and store —
lecture notes digitally is brilliont
for erehiving — or just flicking bock
through your notes af exam time.

> Micro USB
Bluetoothy dongle
Price: $40
Also from Kensington is this nifty, almost
thumbnail-sized Blusiooth odapior that
gives any non-Blugtooth computer or loptop
fhe ability to-send ond receive files from PDAs |
and mobile phones vio Bluetooth.
It also aliows your PC {o remain wire free,
by using Bluelooth-enabled devices such
05 keyboards and mice. Because ifs up fo
six times smaller than hroditional Bluetooth
adaptors, it con shay in your lopiop or PC's
port without having o be removed (or
occidentolly snopped off).

A Kensington Ci75m
notebook mouse
Price: $60
About 30 per cent thinner than most
notebook mice, the squat Ci75m can
be used os a wireless mouse, but also
as a wired device.

A refractable USE cable aliows
use of the mouse even if ifs two AAA
batteries die or you're in a spot, such
as a plane, where wireless mice can’t | SEuEEE, Eloarkie oF e P e
be used. It's ergonomically designed, ; | 4 ectric eraser/oleckic
lightweight and thoroughly portable. ¥ 3 X% SI pener

) : . Price: $8,$20

Smigale’s electric eraser (below) removes the elbow grease from emors
made in pencil. Two AAA botteries and a feather light press start ihe
eraser’s head rotating. erasing emrors as it goes. All you need do is !] *
guide the eroser in the right direction. It comes with nine replacement
rubber heads. |

The elsctric sharpener (right) does the same for pencils,
sharpening them with berely any effort. It comes with o spare blode,
requires four AAA bateries and features o pull-out compariment o
empty shovings.

» Smiggle calculator
Price: Big ($15), Mini ($10)
Smiggle’s funky range of desk gear includes
two solar-powered plostic calculofors. A mini
solar powered colcuiotor which performs
standard functions is slim enough fo slip into o
pencil case, while the chunkier 2020 calculator
(pictured, right) allows higher-end feafures such os
the ability to switch between o selection of decimal
modes (rounding up, rounding off and rounding
down) os well os decimol digits.

There are also dedicaled grand fotel memory
butions as well as o mark-up/mark-down bufton

IN SHORT: New controls and gome modes
make for fontostic frozen fun.

The newest instalment of EA's ice hockey
fronchise is one of the better updates and
superbly recreates he fost-flowing oction of
the sport.

Ice hockey has never looked so good. The
orfists hove done 0 tremendous job and the
chorocter models, environments and animation
ore oll exemplary. The gomeplay hos olso
been twecked, with thumbsticks used fo conirol
not only the ployers” movement, but also the
movernent of the hockey stick, The new siyle of
puck slapping is my favourite addition in this
instaiment and making your shots has never
felt so good.

INHL “09 boasts a long line-up of gome
modes, and this yeor sees the inclusion of the
*Beru Pro” mode that has been making its woy
info mest of EA’s sports fronchises. i puts you
in confrol of o single charocler you must build
up from a rookie fo @ pro.

I'm quite fond of the “Ba a Pro” mode,
but there’s not o great deal of depth, S0
mose expecting the cusfomisation levels

SPORTS

NHL09
Platform: Xbox 360 (PG)
Price: $100

¥ Notebeook power adapter
with USB port
Price: $200

This device is brilliant for students and business users alike.

Aside from providing emergency power fo your laptop, this

Hensington power odopior comes with @ USB port for charging

ams such as MP3 loyers and mobile phones — without

ever neading fo plug them info a computer

It comes with o range of tips

for various notebooks,
including Dell, Sony and
Acer machines and also
includes on in-cor charger,
providing yet ancther way
to power-up devices on

/ the go.
d/

4 Adobe Elements 7

Price: $245 together, $165
individually

If your studies require the use of Adobe’s
\ideo edifing software, Photoshop or Premier
Pro. butyou don't want o pay upwards

of $1400 o piece, Photoshop Elements or
Premier Pro Elements may suffica.

They'ra both cut-down versions of
tha full refail products allowing students
1o leam fhe inferfoce and use all the
most commonly needed features of both
products.

Only high-end foois, funcfions and
exfras thet o student or beginner will not
likely require have been cut from each
product.

Adobe Creatfive Suite 4
Price: Standard ($2500)

A $2500 suite of high-end elecironic
design fools may seem imelevant for
even the most ardent of VCE arf or design
shudents, but they are the fools of the
frade and if's never foo early fo moster
them, especially ot 80 per cant off the
recommended refoil price.

Schoiastic offers high school, TAFE
ond ferfiary students up to 80 per cent off
ail versions of Adobe’s Creafive Suife 4,
which includes full copies of Pholoshop,
InDesign, Nlustrator, Dreamweaver, Flosh
and Fireworks.

For mare information: 1800 665 774

of, say, Tiger Woods cr Fight Night moy be
disappointed.

Qverall, NL 08 is an entferigining gome and
actually brings seme worthwhile odditions fo
the game. < :

REUBEN LEES | —~—



